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NOT IN MY
BACKYARD

With rapid urbanisation and the rise of a

Solid waste management in Indian cities

consumer culture, Indian cities are being
swamped by a mammoth heap of waste.

overhaul in the legislative framework of the
sector is taking place with the notiﬁcation
of six new waste management rules (plastic,
electronic, biomedical, construction and
demolition, hazardous and other wastes, and
solid waste). But legislation is just one aspect

This book tries to ﬁnd out.

DownToEarth

of management. How can India reduce the
mountain of waste to a manageable molehill?

NOT IN MY BACKYARD

The nation produces 62 million tonnes of
municipal solid waste every year. A major
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STATE OF INDIA’S HEALTH

crow, honeyhunter
The

India's most comprehensive and
contemporary book on environment, based
on UGC syllabus, for professors and students

SUNITA NARAIN

Why I Should be Tolerant is an
environmentalist’s reflections, reactions

and the kitchen garden
SUNITA NARAIN

and arguments on contemporary issues
related to the environment and development.

bioscope
of
Piu & Pom

The writings make the critical connection
between local and global developments
and between the developments of the 20th
century, and how they continue to impact us
in the 21st century. The writings stem from

by

the author’s own experience in forests, farms
and factories, besides the numerous debates
she has been part of during her 30 years in
public life. Every piece of writing featured
here represents various threads of public
discourse that have haunted the world on its
relationship with nature.
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STATE OF INDIA'S ENVIRONMENT 2016

he critical issue that we are dealing with here is not global warming, but how to
manage a global common property resource called the atmosphere. Behind all the
global environmental problems that we have been talking about, there are global
natural resources which are under threat. When we try to manage any resource,
it is important to understand how that resource is being managed, who are the parties
responsible for its destruction, and what are the stakes for humanity in that resource. Part
of the problem is that the perception of many of these global environmental problems are
driven by scientists who understand little about management or about property rights.
They focus on technical solutions and insist that those technical solutions be adopted by
everybody. Social scientists have paid very little attention, particularly in the developing
world, to the management of global environmental resources.
What is being negotiated (in climate forums), therefore, is not how much future
emissions should be cut but how we manage the atmosphere and who owns the atmosphere.
If the atmosphere is owned by every human being on Earth, then it is now very clear that
a few people are using this resource as a free access property and destroying it at the
expense of others. Clearly, therefore, a good entitlements regime is necessary to establish
everybody’s rights in this common heritage of humankind.
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