STATE OF
DEVELOPMENT
Climate change poses the biggest
economic threat in the world today
and features prominently in the UN
Sustainable Development Goals 2030.
With just 10 years to go, India is yet to
identify indicators to track its climate
change preparedness. Of the 13 SDGs
the country is tracking, indicators exist
for only a handful of the targets

STATE OF DEVELOPMENT

GLOBAL ECONOMIC RISKS

GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL THREATS

Environment poses the greatest challenge in today's world. Reason: governments world over
have failed to mitigate and adapt to climate change even as extreme weather events and natural
disasters become the new normal (see `Global environment threats')

By 2050, the world will have to produce 50 per cent more food to sustain 10 billion people. Of
this, 68 per cent will be in urban areas. At the same time, global crop yield will dip by 10 per
cent due to land degradation and climate change

What is a global risk: It is an uncertain event or condition that can cause significant negative impact
on several countries or industries within the next 10 years

What is hurting the environment
Population

7.7 billion

Top 3 global risks in terms of likelihood | Extreme weather events have remained the
top risk in the past three years
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to them are having a huge impact on the world economy
2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

Asset
price
collapse

Asset
price
collapse

Fiscal
crises

Major systemic Major systemic
financial
financial
failure
failure

2

Retrenchment
from
globalization
(developed)

Retrenchment
from
globalization
(developed)

Climate
change

Water supply
crises

3

Oil and
gas
price spike

Oil price spikes

Geopolitical
conflict

Food shortage
crises

2016
Failure of
climate change
mitigation and
adaptation

Fiscal
crises

Water crises

Water supply
crises

Climate change

Rapid and
massive spread
of infectious
diseases

Weapons of
mass
destruction

Chronic fiscal
imbalances

Water crises

Weapons of
mass
destruction

Water crises

Economic development

30%

of all new cities till 2050 will be in Asia
and Africa, contributing to higher levels
of carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions

Climate change

60%

CO2 is due
to the
production of
internationally
traded goods
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of total
environmental
impact from
consumption is
caused by households

people impacted by extreme weather events
in 2018. Floods affected 35 million in 2018.
Drought affected 9 million people. A warming
world amplifies existing risks

How is the environment getting hurt

Top 3 global risks in terms of impact | Extreme weather events and the failure to adapt
Risk
rank
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90%

people live on the Earth today, which will increase to
9.8 billion by 2050. By then, roughly 68 per cent
will live in urban areas, up from just over half today
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Land and soil

75%

of the
Earth’s
land area
is already
degraded.
This could
go up to
90% by
2050

Globally, an area half the size of the European Union (4.18 million km²) is degraded annually,
with Africa and Asia being the most affected

50%

more food needs to be
produced by 2050 to sustain the
ever-growing population. Current
land management cannot
achieve this while preserving
ecosystem services

By 2050

global crop yield will dip by 10 per cent
due to land degradation and climate
change. The worst affected areas
include India, China and sub-Saharan
Africa, where land degradation can
halve crop production

10 billion

people would be displaced
due to land scarcity by
the end of this century.
This is 40 per cent more
than the world’s current
population

Source: United Nations Environment Programme, Food and Agriculture Organization and other reports
Source: The Global Risks Report 2019, World Economic Forum
Note: The report is based on a survey, where respondents were asked to assess 1) the likelihood of the risk occurring globally within the next 10 years, and 2) its
negative impact on several countries or industries over the same time frame

8

State of India’s Environment 2019: In Figures

A Down To Earth annual
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