Foreword
Since the 1990s, Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) has been
advocating that we should learn from our traditions to develop new
approaches for managing modern-day water needs. Using its publication
Dying Wisdom (see Preface), CSE launched a campaign to ‘make water
everybody’s business’ – the premise was that every person can manage
her/his water needs by using the traditional and simple technology of “catch
water where it falls”.
The idea caught the imagination of the people; their interest and support, in
turn, pushed the government to pay attention. Today, everyone, from the
common man to ministers, are talking about rainwater harvesting. Rainwater
harvesting is on the political and policy framework of the country.
CSE began with a simple campaign strategy – to make households, industries,
institutions, villages and urban mohallas, all recognise the importance and
value of rainwater harvesting. We produced simple literature and organised
dozens of meetings to explain the principles and practice of rainwater
harvesting. In Delhi, we collaborated with citizens to build model institutions.
These model projects show people how rainwater harvesting is done. The CSE
building, for instance, captures every drop of rain that falls on its premises.
Once people are interested in the idea, they then want to know how to do it.
We provide free technical guidance to citizens every week. We regularly
conduct workshops for builders, architects, water administrators and other
groups to acquaint them with water harvesting technologies. We collaborate
with local agencies to help them set up resource centres that are a repository
of information on water harvesting. These ‘Rain Centres,’ as we call them,
have live demonstration facilities to show how water can be harvested in an
urban context. We have produced manuals to help citizens implement
rainwater harvesting in their houses or offices.
CSE water researchers have scoured the country to identify good examples of
urban rainwater harvesting efforts. We wanted to see what has happened to
the idea we had sown way back in 1996. We were blown away by what we
saw – the sheer dedication and the innovation of ordinary people was aweinspiring. We saw how rainwater is being used to address a variety of water
problems – to supply water to balwadis in slums, to improve water quality, to
provide high quality water for cooking and drinking, to reduce water bills, in
general, to provide water security. There were examples of ordinary citizens
having come together to regenerate community water assets such as temple
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tanks and urban lakes. We also came across entrepreneurs who are
manufacturing filters and other components and consultants who help
citizens implement rainwater harvesting. It was really heartening to see that
in several cities, mainstream architects have branched off into designing
water harvesting and wastewater recycling systems.
The government has done its bit to help citizens implement rainwater
harvesting. There are municipal bye-laws in many cities that make it
mandatory to make rainwater harvesting structures an integral part of the
building. Some cities also provide incentives – Delhi and Indore, to name a
few. We also came across a bank, the State Bank of Hyderabad, that provides
loans for building rainwater harvesting structures. Legislators use MLA or MP
funds to help implement rainwater harvesting.
All this is good, but is it enough? Much more can be done and should be done
by the government. Citizens are contributing more than their share. It is time
that municipal and other government bodies made determined efforts to
regenerate every urban water body, hold rainwater in every urban green
space and harvest rainwater in every government building. If we have to
make our cities Rain Cities, the government needs to step up to the next level
of harvesting and holding all the water that falls on our cities.
We are grateful to all those who have shared their case studies with us,
patiently answered all our queries and provided data, drawings and
photographs. We had collected more than 80 case studies from across the
country, but could not use all of them due to paucity of space. The remaining
case studies will be put up on our website.
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