EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
ENVIRONMENT - INDIA

The Institute of Environmental Studies and Wetland Management (IESWM) under the state environment
department in West Bengal has undertaken a study to measure the rise in sea level in the Sunderbans every
year. The closure of the 25-year-old dumping ground measuring 19.6 hectares at the Gorai creek in Borivli in
Mumbai has earned the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) Rs 27 crore by trading of an estimated
31,033 tonnes of carbon credits a year. The first draft for negotiating the international climate change deal,
released has ranked the Indian government with purported biases in favour of the industrialized countries in
some parts. With an eye on arresting the Capital’s carbon footprint, the Delhi Government has identified a set
of 65 action points that each department of the administration would have to follow. These pointers, put
together in a volume titled “Climate Change Agenda for Delhi 2009-2010” and authored by Delhi’s Chief
Secretary Rakesh Mehta cover a variety of issues like noise pollution, air pollution and water pollution,
municipal waste generation and greening. Climate change may hit the sugar industry in Maharashtra with
sugarcane crop yields being reduced by up to 30% in the future with long-term socio-economic implications
for many farmers. This was revealed after a four-year study conducted by the World Bank in Maharashtra,
Andhra Pradesh and Orissa that predicted drops in agricultural yields.

The Himalayan Niti Abhiyan, a federation of grassroots environmental movements, released an alternative
vision statement for Himachal Pradesh in the campaign for the Lok Sabha election.
To sensitise children about the environment, Pearson Longman and The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI)
have joined hands to launch green books for children.
LAND, AGRICULTURE, GRAZING LANDS AND ANIMAL CARE

While a majority of wheat farmers in Punjab and Haryana are ruing the loss of yield, all those who went for
organic and natural farming this time are a happy lot. After the controversy involving the Bt cotton and Bt
brinjal across Orissa, now it is the turn of Bt rice. However, while a group of activists have opposed its field
trials and use, many have termed it as the perfect choice for fighting submergence stress in the flood-hit
regions. The department of Agriculture in Nagaland is venturing into seed production by farmers themselves.
This year breeder seeds of potato were issued to selected farmers of Southern Angami area and the crop is
showing excellent performance as anticipated by the department. The Maharashtra Government has decided to
implement the Maharashtra Agriculture Competitiveness Project, which is funded by World Bank.

In 2008, in its annual study, International Service for the Acquisition of Agri-Biotech Applications (ISAAA)
found that 13.3 million farmers in a record 25 countries planted 125 million hectares of biotech crops in India.
Lack of irrigation facilities, insufficient seeds of high yielding variety and traditional mode of agriculture has
led to decrease in produce of all major crops in Nalbari district of Assam. The Government of India has
approved an agriculture work plan of Rs 22.22 crore for Himachal Pradesh for the current financial year.

Agricultural land in Bangalore rural district has shrunk by nearly 500 hectares in the last one year due to
depleting groundwater table, Labour Minister B N Bachegowda said.
MINING AND ENVIRONMENT

The Supreme Court imposed a ban on mining activities in the eco-sensitive Aravalli ranges falling in the
districts of Faridabad, Gurgaon and Mewat in Haryana. Faced with the problem of adverse effects on
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environment and ecology due to mineral exploration and development, the Chhattisgarh Government has urged
the Centre to constitute a specific fund to help the state to cover the costs of resource development through
mining operations. Distressed by the shocking findings of enquiry reports on illegal mining in ecologically
fragile lower Shivalik hill areas falling in districts of Yamunanagar, Ambala and Panchkula, the Punjab and
Haryana High Court has directed the state government to lay out an environmental impact assessment blueprint
before pushing ahead with its “commercial enthusiasm” over mining in the region.

Indiscriminate and illegal sand mining near Thanneermukkom barrage in Vembanad lake in Kerala is posing
a serious threat to the existence of the Thannermukkom bund and the biodiversity of the lake. The sharp fall in
the ground water table in Kerala, even in the embankments of major rivers like Pampa, Manimala, Achankovil
etc, following indiscriminate sand mining, has resulted in the wells drying up even in February, environment
activists said. The illegal sand mining is being carried out unabated in Cauvery river thus polluting the water
and affecting the aquatic life. The Karnataka High Court has granted an interim stay order to stop the granite
quarrying being carried out by the Andhra-based KNR group near Aroor village in the taluk.
According to a study by NEERI, Nagpur, mining activities in Sirigao village located 35 km from Panjim have
virtually depleted the water table of the village.
WATER RESOURCES AND FISHERIES

Various areas in Jagatsinghpur district of Orissa are reeling under acute drinking water shortage due to the
decline in groundwater level. The primary reason behind this is unregulated use of groundwater by the
industries. A survey conducted by the Karnataka’s groundwater directorate that monitors groundwater
resources every year before and after the monsoon, has revealed that on an average the water table has depleted
further by two feet across the state compared to the previous years. The European Union and the Netherlandsbased Oxfam-Novib in association with the Madurai-based DHAN Foundation will assist in the
implementation of a project to develop water resources in the rural areas in five districts of Tamil Nadu.

The magnificent Ranchi Lake, sprawling over 52 acres, is choking on wads of cotton, bandages, used syringes
and medicine packets while the civic body is busy passing the buck. Result: Hundreds and thousands of
floating fish — all dead, and decomposing. The Porur Lake in Chennai, which is used as a storage point for
city water supply, presents a pathetic picture with aquatic weeds covering a major portion of the lake bed. The
Karnataka government will set in motion its ambitious plan of rejuvenating 33 lakes in Bangalore, at a cost of
Rs 294 crore, with Chief Minister B S Yeddyurappa launching development works at the Ullalu lake. The
Aanchar Lake which falls in the north-west part of Srinagar, is presently in an extremely bad shape, highly
polluted by solid and liquid wastes.

The public health engineering (PHE) department in Malda district of West Bengal has shut down its two arsenic
treatment plants at Mathurapur and Kahala near Manikchak as fish have started dying in the Phulhar river.
DAMS

A collective of non-government organisations submitted a memorandum to the Prime Minister’s Office
demanding that the Renuka dam project be scrapped on technical issues, environment implications and the social
impact of the project. Chikkaballapur district has been dropped from the list prepared by the Karnataka
government for the creation of small tanks in twenty districts of the State, under the Central government’s Fast
Track Irrigation Project. As a result the dream of having small tanks has remained elusive to the farmers of this
drought-prone region. The National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (NREGS) will coordinate with
Madhya Pradesh for improving and increasing irrigation potential. The water resources department has marked
800 new irrigation schemes in Madhya Pradesh. The Supreme Court stayed the order of Madhya Pradesh high
court suspending disbursal of compensation to project-affected people of Sardar Sarovar project after allegation
of corruption was levelled by Medha Patkar-led Narmada Bachao Andolan (NBA). Of the 193 small, medium
and major irrigation dams in Gujarat, only one has water between 70-80 per cent of its storage capacity.
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Union Water Resources Minister Meira Kumar said her Ministry would take the initiative to resolve inter-State
river disputes and attempt to balance the environmentalists’ concerns on the inter-linking of rivers programme.
The Narmada river has meandered away from Bharuch town towards Ankleshwar side. A four km long canal
is now being built to force the river to change its course and flow alongside Bharuch.

In Orissa, Chief Secretary Ajit Kumar Tripathy said that the industrial houses must adopt special measures
through their community social responsibility (CSR) programmes. The industrial houses should also enlighten
people on the inclusion of rain water harvesting structures in their building plans in the State so that there is
natural recharging of ground water. The Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) is investing Rs 5 crore
this year to implement rainwater harvesting in civic gardens and hospitals. Rain water harvesting project in
schools have been insured in Chikmagalur district of Karnataka. This is the first of its kind in the State. School
heads should pay a sum of Rs 100 for the insurance, said Zilla Panchayat CEO K Sundar Nayak. Stung by
financial misappropriation in the implementation of integrated watershed development project, World Bank
has approved Rs.750 crore participatory watershed management projects for Jammu and Kashmir but with a
governance transparency and accountability action plan.

Record hydroelectric power generation in Himachal Pradesh due to thawing of glaciers and frozen lakes is
good news for Delhi and the rest of northern India. The Uttarakhand government has asked Larsen & Toubro
(L&T) to stop work on its 99-Mw Singoli-Bhatwari hydel project in the hilly Rudraprayag district of the state.
Causing a setback to the Narmada Bachao Andolan, the Madhya Pradesh High Court (Jabalpur bench) has
allowed the Maheshwar Hydro Electric project to carry out its ongoing construction and rehabilitation works
provided that none of 61 villages which are likely to face submergence partially or completely face
submergence during the course of construction works. The foundation stone for the first unit (200 MW) of the
greenfield Gundia Hydel Power Project was laid by Karnataka Chief Minister B.S. Yeddyurappa at Yettinahole
in the Western Ghats. The West Bengal Government has approached the Centre with a proposal to set up a
hydroelectric power project in Bhutan under the Indo-Bhutan bilateral framework. Mizoram is planning to
construct three more hydel projects which could generate a total of 730 MW power.
FORESTS

Delhi Chief Minister Sheila Dikshit urged the Capital’s citizens to plant saplings in a big way to develop the
green lungs of the city. With code of conduct for elections lifted, ‘forest thanas’ will finally start functioning
in Himachal Pradesh, making it only the second state in the country after Madhya Pradesh to introduce the new
concept to effectively deal with forest crimes. In order to preserve and enhance greenery in Madhya Pradesh,
a local Non Government Organisation (NGO) has been campaigning in this direction by distributing
plants/seeds to common people since five years. The Uttar Pradesh government has directed the Lucknow
Development Authority (LDA), UP Housing Board, Lucknow Municipal Corporation (LMC) to take up an
intensive afforestation drive in the city before the onset of the monsoon. The Rajanet Yegneswaran Charitable
Trust in Karnataka plants trees for free to anyone who offers a place for planting and is willing to look after
the sapling that has been planted. The Trust has planted 11,650 saplings in Bangalore so far. Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, called for large-scale afforestation in the State by using innovative
measures to reclaim the denuded and depleted forest areas.

The High Court has directed the Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation Limited (BMRCL) not to fell trees along
the Lalbagh-R V Road stretch until further orders. Farmers will be able to fell trees standing on their private
land not covered under the forest conservation act, with the Supreme Court accepting Himachal Pradesh
government’s definition of private forest. Over 3,000 trees are facing the axe across Mumbai to make way for
public and private infrastructure projects. Facing the greatest damage to its greens is the Bhandup Water
Complex area that may lose more than 2,300 trees to make way for the upcoming water supply project. The
Tree Authority of the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation gave the green signal to cut 2,000 trees for several
infrastructure projects in the city, and transplantation of 2,000. After slamming the Pune Municipal
Corporation (PMC) for the increasing instances of tree-felling under its jurisdiction, the Bombay High Court
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denied permission to the civic body to fell trees, but allowed it to cut branches. Illegal cutting and smuggling
of timber continues with impunity in Manipur’s Ukhrul district despite a Central court ban on felling of trees.

Unabated encroachment in vast tracts of reserve forests has posed a danger to long-term conservation
prospects in Assam. The Andhra Pradesh High Court permitted the state government to issue title deeds
(pattas) for four lakh acres of forest land to eligible forest dwelling Scheduled Tribes and other traditional
forest dwellers under the Scheduled Tribes and other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest
Rights) Act 2006. To kick-start work on ropeway project at Patnitop which has been lingering on for the past
over one year, Patnitop Development Authority (PDA), on the directions of Jammu and Kashmir Government,
has approached high-powered committee of Supreme Court to seek forest clearance for the project.

With mercury soaring, forest fires in the hill State of Uttarakhand have set alarm bells ringing as 2,426 hectares
of jungles have already destroyed. With temperature being almost 4 degree C higher than normal, the pine
forests in Himachal Pradesh are raging with fire. Concerned over the increasing incidents of forest fires in
Himachal Pradesh, the state government has decided to put in place a satellite data-based advanced system to
detect, monitor and effectively combat such blazes. The people in several hamlets and villages in Ramnagar
and Reasi Forest divisions in Jammu are spending sleepless nights as Forest fire has spread to several areas
causing scare among them.
POLLUTION

Chairing a meeting of regional officers of Haryana, state Minister of State for Environment, Forests, Tourism
and Sports Kiran Choudhry directed the officers to give the mandatory 15-day notice period to the polluting unit
and proceed against it once the sample had failed. The Himachal Pradesh Cabinet decided to prepare a detailed
report after extensive survey to identify the industrial units not observing the laid down pollution control
standards to check emission of greenhouse gases and imposed carbon tax on them. Jharkhand High Court
directed the state to furnish a report on the steps it has taken to control pollution in the capital. Chhattisgarh
Governor ESL Narashimhan has expressed concern over the rise in pollution level, which has become a life
hazard for people, specially in Raipur. The Tamil Nadu government had allotted Rs 12 crore to check the
pollution of Kalingarayan canal by constructing a wall for a few distance along the canal’s right bank.
The interceptor sewage system may not be the answer to a clean Yamuna, even though the government will be
spending about Rs 5,000 crore on the entire project. This has been revealed by the Centre for Science and
Environment (CSE). Town Administration and Development Department, Government of Madhya Pradesh
approved a project of Rs 50 lakh for containing pollution at source spot of Narmada River, Amarkantaka. Under this
project, dirty water would be stopped to lay sewage line at Amarkantaka. The River Sal passing through Margao in
Goa is slowly turning into a dumping ground for garbage and sewage disposal. Following a campaign launched by
the Navelim Civic & Consumer Forum under guidance from GOACAN for ‘Clean Environment, Clean Water’, Goa
Pollution Control Board officials accompanied by NCCF volunteers inspected the pollutants being released in river
Sal. To save the river Tawi-the lifeline of Jammu from increasing pollution threat, the activists of Bharatiya Janata
Yuva Morcha (BJYM) took out a rally in Jammu and later staged a demonstration at City Chowk.

Noise pollution levels in residential areas across Chennai city are considerably higher than the prescribed
limits, as per a survey conducted by the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board.
A high court division bench directed Calcutta police to file an affidavit stating the steps they had taken against
polluting heavy vehicles that ply in the city at night.
FLOODS, DROUGHTS AND NATURAL DISASTERS

The flood displaced people of Majuli, the reverine island of Asom, are still residing on the embankment at
North-West Jorhat under Dergaon legislative assembly constituency. One person was reportedly killed and lakh
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of people rendered homeless as flash flood of Beki created havoc in Barpeta and Baksa district of Assam. Nearly
89 villages in Pune district have been identified as flood-prone by the District Disaster Management Authority.

At least 23 people were killed and more than 100,000 people hit, as a cyclone spawned by a deep depression
in the Bay of Bengal pounded large parts of West Bengal and coastal Orissa, leaving a trail of devastation and
crippling normal life in the two states. Heavy and incessant rain in Darjeeling triggered landslips, which
claimed nine lives. At least 300 captive deer were swept away as the cyclone battered the fragile Sunderban
mangroves. Around 2,000 people were evacuated to safer places as turbulent tidal waves breached marine
embankments at nines places, causing severe damage to human habitations and agricultural lands in villages
under Rajnagar and Mahakalpara blocks in Orissa’s Kendrapara district. The Centre has despatched Air Force
helicopters to cyclone-hit West Bengal to help the local authorities in rescue and relief operations, and rushed
400 personnel of the National Disaster Response Force (NDRF).

169 districts in 17 States identified as disaster-prone and 13 are in Tamil Nadu. The Naveen Patnaik
Government is planning to add tsunamis and earthquakes to the state’s list of natural calamities, as there are
no provisions to deal with them in Orissa’s existing relief code.

Forty persons have died of sunstroke in Andhra Pradesh since May 11 following the severe heat wave
conditions prevailing in many districts. Heat wave continued unabated in western and interior parts of Orissa
as suspected sunstroke death rose to 126.
HABITAT

Srinagar district has highest percentage of urban population in entire Jammu and Kashmir. Though lack of
initiatives to exploit Central Government’s schemes for urban infrastructure development is apparent in
Guwahati, some of the community-based organisations have taken steps to improve the condition of their
localities deriving the benefits from JNNURM. The urban development ministry is in advanced stages of tying
up a $5-billion loan from World Bank to give a thrust to urban infrastructure, urban development minister
Jaipal Reddy announced. As a part of rehabilitation drive under Valmiki Awas Yojana — housing facility for
the urban poor — Jharkhand has come up with dwelling units at Chiraundi village near Tagore Hill and
Bargawa in Namkum for slum dwellers evicted from encroached land in Ranchi. The Kolkata Municipal
Corporation has decided to construct dwelling units for slum dwellers who have been rendered homeless in the
aftermath of cyclone Aila that hit the city.

In an effort to improve awareness and sensitise the common man, the CII centre launched green home rating in
May last year. The Central Government released the energy efficiency building core for commercial structures.
The construction and housing sector will get a tad greener by the end of next year. The government has decided
to make it mandatory for new buildings to undertake energy efficient measures, rainwater harvesting and use
recycled construction material in parts under the sustainable habitat mission of the National Action Plan on
Climate Change. The mission report, finalized by the urban development ministry and cleared by the government,
will now be presented to the Prime Minister’s Council on Climate Change when it is next convened.

In an attempt to revive the Rs 1,100-crore elevated East.-West Corridor plan, the Public Works Department in
Delhi has now come up with yet another plan — putting the project under the arch of the Bus Rapid Transit
(BRT) system. With a number of projects in the pipeline that will upgrade the city’s transport services, the
Delhi government plans to create a special fund to appropriately finance such schemes. A five-member team
from Tanzania will get a firsthand look at the ongoing Bus Rapid Transit System (BRTS) project in
Ahmedabad. The Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation Limited’s (BMRCL) has received an unexpected support
from the City based Environment Protection Institute, (EPI) based at J P Nagar. To provide better public
transport services for citizens, the Bangalore Metropolitan Transport Corporation (BMTC) has identified 45
Traffic and Transit Management Centres (TTMCs) in and around the City. The Mumbai Metropolitan Region
Development Authority (MMRDA) is planning a 100-km network of monorail in the Mumbai metropolitan
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area in next seven years. Former Union minister Ram Naik and National Alliance of People’s Movements
leader Medha Patkar have come out strongly against the displacement of thousands of families from Laljipada
in Charkop which is to be acquired for a car shed for Mumbai Metro’s second line from Charkop to Mankhurd
via Bandra. The Maharashtra government, working on the Bus Rapid Transit System, that aims at bringing
down the number of private vehicles in Mumbai will have a tough time convincing private-vehicle users to
shift to public transport, says a study by the Consulting Engineering Studies (CES).
WATER SUPPLY AND SANITATION

The Supreme Court has directed the Centre to set up an experts committee within two months to address “on
a war footing” the problem of water shortage across the country which is persisting despite the fact that India
has been a pioneer of scientific development. With the available consumable water percentage falling down to
25%, the Maharashtra government has issued guidelines to district headquarters with measures to be taken for
adequate water supply. The Centre has sanctioned Rs 72 crore to the Sholapur Municipal Corporation (SMC)
to upgrade its water supply system under the small and medium cities development scheme. In an attempt to
tackle Mumbai’s growing water shortage problem, the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) is set to
pass a proposal making it mandatory for all new buildings to install water recycling systems. To help
consumers cut down on water wastage, the Delhi Jal Board is going to carry out water audits across the city.
Gandhinagar city’s consumption is almost double the water supplied to other Gujarat cities the average in
urban areas being 140 in litres per capita per day (LPCD). Ahmedabad city with 98 per cent of domestic water
connections, also reports the fourth highest number of leakage and pipeline breaks in the country at 25,000 a
year. As per the Asian Development Bank (ADB) report, Ahmedabad’s domestic water connection coverage
is second highest in the country after Mathura. Water is supplied once in five days in Ramvav village of Rapar,
Kutch. In villages of Rajula and Jafrabad talukas in Amreli district of Gujarat, women line up at 7 am to collect
water from private tankers. According to the study by World Health Organisation (WHO), 50 per cent of water
samples tested in Hyderabad had coliform bacteria indicating contamination with faecal matter. More areas in
Bangalore will get the Cauvery water soon with the Bangalore Water Supply & Sewerage Board deciding to
start wok on the stage four of the second phase of the Cauvery drinking water supply scheme. According to
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan Narmada water will be provided in Malwa region too
to solve the drinking water problem permanently. The Centre has released over Rs 112 crore under the National
Rural Water Supply Programme to help Jammu & Kashmir meet the growing demand for potable water. The
scourge of water scarcity has hit most in many parts of Nagaland, if not all the districts of the state.

To keep garbage completely out of public view, the Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) is also planning
on having a ‘Deep Collection System.’ Under this system, garbage will be dumped in underground bins that
will be lifted onto delivery trucks mechanically and make the city cleaner. Pune Municipal Commissioner
Mahesh Zagade has called for generation of energy from garbage to resolve the long-pending dumping row;
the Pimpri-Chinchwad Municipal Corporation (PCMC) has embarked on a project on these lines. It hopes to
start producing electricity from garbage in six months and supply it to Maharashtra State Electricity
Distribution Centre Ltd (MSEDCL). The Jammu and Kashmir government has proposed to set up a Rs 3 crore
garbage disposal system in Katra. The Bethora-Nirankal panchayat in Goa has decided to issue a notice to
Ponda Municipal Council’s to stop dumping of garbage in the village, following threats by residents of
Bethora-Nirankal. Green Goa Works, which has embarked upon a pilot project of cleaning up six villages of
its non-biodegradable waste, has requested the Government to raise the limit of waste collection money for
panchayats from Rs 25,000 to Rs 45,000 per year. To boost organic manure production, the Department of
Agriculture in Tamil Nadu plans to establish a composting unit in Tirupur block as a public-private partnership
venture to convert municipal waste into manure at an outlay of Rs. 4.10 lakh under the Rashtriya Krishi Vikas
Yojana (RKVY) scheme. Residents of colonies located near the Orikkai lake in Kancheepuram have opposed
the implementation of Rs. 10.06-crore Sevilimedu underground sewerage scheme in its present format,
claiming that let-out of treated sewage into the lake would affect environment. The Karnataka Government lags
behind in implementing the Total Sanitation Drive and the State stands at 19th position in the country with
respect to its implementation.
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Residents of Jammu division will be relieved of the polythene problem as manufacturing of polythene bags has
been banned with the Jammu and Kashmir Non Bio-Degradable Material (Management, Handling and
Disposal) Act 2007 coming into force from May 11. The Delhi High Court refused to grant an interim stay on
the January 7 notification, banning plastic bags from public places in the Capital. Haryana Minister of State
for Environment and Forests Kiran Choudhry directed all regional officers of the State Pollution Control Board
to strictly enforce the ban on use of plastic bags in the State and launch prosecution against the violators. As
part of its bid to promote eco-friendly tourism, the Maharashtra Tourism Development Corporation (MTDC)
has not only decided to control the use of plastic but will also be replacing steel and plastic furniture in its
resorts with wooden and cane items. Pune Municipal Corporation took a major decision of putting a 100 per
cent ban on the usage of plastic within the municipal limits.
PEOPLE

The Centre is working on a package to ensure the return and rehabilitation of 5,000 displaced Bru tribal
families from Tripura to Mizoram at the earliest. Sabars, a primitive and endangered tribe living across
Ghurabandha block of Ghatshila sub-division in East Singhbhum, 70km from Jamshedpur, have decided to fast
unto death to protest against alleged government apathy. The negligence cry began after the state sanctioned
37 houses for the tribe at Singhpura in Ghurabandha under Dhalbhumgarh block. The tribe has alleged that the
homes being built are of sub-standard quality. Gujjars of Jammu and Kashmir demanded dismissal of Police
and Forest officials who set ablaze more than 30 houses of nomadic Gujjars at village Karnala Chak on the
banks of river Tawi adjoining Vikram Chowk in Jammu.

The much appreciated rehabilitation programme to move six villages out of Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve in
Maharashtra has hit a major road block as around 19 rehabilitated families have come back and are refusing
to leave unless they are paid more money to do so.
HEALTH AND OCCUPATIONAL HAZARDS

Malaria-related cases in Mumbai have shot up by as much as 47 per cent this year due to increased construction
activities and high humidity levels. In Bangalore Public Health Officials confirmed an outbreak of
chikungunya and dengue in DJ Halli, revealing that a staggering 70 per cent of the residents in the area were
affected by the vector-borne diseases. There was a five fold increase in the number of chicken pox cases
reported in 2008 compared to the previous year in Hyderabad. In order to combat the threat of Japanese
Encephalitis, the Kamrup District administration in Assam has chalked out plans to vaccinate all children
between one to fifteen years of age. A total of 2,29,901 people have been covered under the first phase of the
mass vaccination against meningococcal meningitis in East Khasi Hills and Jaintia Hills. The meningo-coccal
meningitis situation in West Khasi Hills has turned worse, with 45 deaths from the disease reported in the
district so far.

According to the latest daily disease surveillance report, dated May 18, released by the MCD Health
department, 37 cholera-related cases and deaths were reported from Delhi in the first fifteen days of May. At
least five tribals from three families in Nedam-Patharkhani village under Kaptipada block of Mayurbhanj
district died after consuming contaminated water. Seventy people were hospitalised after drinking
contaminated water at Wardhannapet mandal headquarters in Warangal district of Andhra Pradesh.

The outbreak of hepatitis-B, which claimed the lives of 92 people, is believed to be Gujarat’s worst epidemic
since the plague which hit Surat in 1994. Amidst all the outcries against the numerous human rights violations
and atrocities occurring in Manipur, HIV/AIDS still remains, perhaps, one of the biggest issues of the State
with the stigma and discriminations surrounding it besides over 30,000 HIV positives recorded in the State.
Scientific data has now emerged that an area of Assam, including Guwahati and parts of its surroundings, has
the highest incidence of some types of cancer in the world. India has recorded its first positive case of H1N1
influenza virus (earlier referred as swine flu), giving further evidence that the disease is further spreading.
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The infant mortality rate (IMR) in the country went down by two percentage points from 57 to 55 per 1,000
live births between 2006 and 2007. The National Rural Health Mission (Arogya Keralam) has sanctioned Rs
5 crore for the Ayurarogyam project which envisages comprehensive geriatric care focusing on one block of
Primary Health Centres in Kerala. Community-based monitoring under the National Rural Health Mission
(NRHM) will now cover 13 districts of Maharashtra and reach 1,035 villages in its second phase. The unique
partnership between the Centre for North East Studies and Policy Research (C-NES) and the National Rural
Health Mission (NRHM) covering a health initiative has completed a year and covered close to 1.5 lakh
persons on the chaporis of the Brahmaputra in 10 districts who were earlier without sustained health care. The
Himachal Pradesh Cabinet decided to extend the National Health Insurance Scheme to the remaining 10
districts covering the entire State during the current financial year.

The Supreme Court cleared the display of pictorial warnings on all tobacco product packages, to be
implemented with effect from May 31, 2009. Ban on smoking at public places is being violated across Kashmir
Valley. The Food and Drug Administration has collected Rs 2 lakh as fine, mainly from hotels and bars, for
violating the ban on smoking in public places in Pune district from April last year to March this year. The
Department of Horticulture is all set to implement the National Mission on Medicinal Plants (NMMP) in the
newly-formed Tirupur district in Tamil Nadu to promote medicinal plant cultivation on a commercial basis for
the first time.
INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS

The death count in fire at one of the factories of Lakhani Footwear Ltd at Faridabad, near Delhi, has risen to
10. As many as 13 workers from Bihar were charred to death and six others suffered severe burns in a major
fire that broke out in a bran oil mill in Namakkal city in Tamil Nadu. Forty persons were hospitalised after they
were exposed to chlorine gas leak from a water distribution station of the Chennai Metrowater at
Rajamangalam near Villivakkam. A devastating fire that broke out in the Delayed Coker Unit of Digboi
Refinery charred to death two persons.
HAZARDOUS PRODUCTS

The Cuddalore District Consumer Protection Organisation in Tamil Nadu has voiced concern over
indiscriminate dumping of chemical waste by unscrupulous tanker-lorry drivers in residential areas. It has been
estimated that manufacturers and assemblers of electronic equipment in India alone generate about 1200 tonnes
of electronic waste per year. Currently, a legislation is on its way with certain guidelines, which will hand out
a mandate to the major generators of e-waste in India along with the SME firms. These SMEs will tie up with
various formal waste recyclers and licensed waste disposal firms to overcome the situation
ENERGY

The Karnataka government had promised an exclusive 5,000 megawatt plant to Bangalore. The Kerala
government has sanctioned 14.5 lakh new electricity connections in the past three years. The 1,200 MW Rajiv
Gandhi Thermal Power Project, Khedar, in Hisar district of Haryana is all set to break all records of speedy
project implementation. The first phase of the proposed mega power project at Palatana in Tripura will be
commissioned by March, 2012, said Chief Secretary Sashi Prakash. In a bid to provide basic services to the
rural poor, a Delhi-based NGO, Goonj has initiated electrification work in Katara village near Sipajhar in
Darrang district of Assam.

With an installed biomass power capacity of 147 MW out of the country’s total of 683 MW, Tamil Nadu has
one of the highest biomass power plant capacities in the country. The Karnataka Energy Department plans to
set up at least one lakh solar roofs in the next five years to emerge as the number one in the country in terms
of renewable energy usage. The Dharwad-headquartered Karnataka Vikas Grameen Bank (KVGB), which has
financed over 12,000 solar light units under its area of operation, is now planning to make 80 villages solar
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villages. The government intends to make mandatory the use of solar heating systems in all functional
buildings under the first phase of the proposed National Solar Mission. To be implemented between 2009 and
2012, the Mission proposes to make it compulsory for all hospitals, guest houses, hotels and nursing homes to
install solar water heaters. This will be applicable to residential complexes too if a minimum plot area of 500
square metres is available. Tamil Nadu has installed wind power capacity of 4,126 MW, which is over 70 per
cent of the wind power capacity in the entire country.

The Delhi government is finalising a carbon credit project with the Bureau of Energy Efficiency and the
discoms, as part of which energy efficient Compact Fluorescent Lamps (CFLs) will be made available at prices
comparable to those of regular, carbon intensive incandescent bulbs.
LIVING RESOURCES

The Special Investigation Team (SIT), which was in Panna Tiger Reserve for probing the causes behind the
mysterious disappearance of tigers, has claimed that the big cat community has been wiped out from Panna
from January onwards this year. 8 tigers have been spotted in Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary in Kerala. The
Parambikulam wildlife sanctuary will be declared the second tiger reserve in Kerala by the end of the financial
year with the task of identifying and notifying the core and buffer areas nearing completion by next month.
The tiger population in the Nagarjunasagar Srisailam Tiger Reserve has been put at around 75 including cubs,
according to the latest census by the Wild Life Wing of the Andhra Pradesh forest department. Some of the
most important habitats likely to support tiger populations in Assam would be mapped by remote sensing in a
project envisaged by a conservation group. Areas in and around Kaziranga, Laokhowa, Orang, Manas, Nameri,
Pobitora and Dibru Saikhowa would be scanned from space, under a project planned by Aaranyak, an NGO
that has already made GIS mapping of a number of wildlife habitats of Assam. Concerned over the
deteriorating situation in the Chandrapur forests, where a number of tigers are reported to have disappeared,
the National Tiger Conservation Authority has written to Mahararashtra Chief Secretary Johny Joseph citing
a letter by B Majumdar, former Principal Chief Conservator of Forest (PCCF), Wildlife seeking his
intervention in the grim situation.

The task force appointed by Gujarat government to combat man-animal conflicts in Gir forest, in its list of
recommendations, has suggested that 10 lions be fitted with Global Positioning System (GPS) collars. With an
increase of the leopard population in the Gibbon Wildlife Sanctuary in Jorhat district of Assam, the frequency
of leopards attacking humans or vice-versa has commensurately increased near the sanctuary. The Kaziranga
National Park has registered an increase in rhino population by over 10 per cent in just three years. The WWF
authorities, who are now experimenting with translocation of rhinos, pointed out that Pobitora wildlife
sanctuary has the highest density of rhinos in the world.

Concerned about decline in vulture population in the 2007 census, Gujarat Ecological Education and Research
Foundation has called a meeting of experts. The Gujarat government has planned to set up a Chinkara
Conservation Centre at Meendheeyari in Lakhpat taluka of Kutch. For the first time in India, heat sensor
cameras will be used in a survey to count Himalayan Black Bear in a wildlife sanctuary in Darjeeling. In a
development that indicates an extended habitat of the Eastern hoolock gibbon, a new population of the species
was sighted by a team of researchers from Gibbon Conservation Centre, Aaranyak, during a field study in April
this year in an area between rivers Dibang and Lohit in Lower Dibang Valley district of Arunachal Pradesh.

Nokrek Biosphere Reserve in Garo Hills district of Meghalaya has been added to UNESCO’s list of
Worldwide Network of Biosphere Reserves to preserve the birthplace of oranges. The National Biodiversity
Authority has decided to establish the southern regional level biodiversity authority in Tamil Nadu.
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