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C O N T E N T S 

FOREWORD p07 
When data asks the questions

STATE OF DEVELOPMENT  p09
GLOBAL ECONOMIC RISKS p10

Extreme weather events have remained the top economic risk in the 
past four years

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS p11
India faces major challenges in nine of the 17 SDGs 

SDG PREPAREDNESS OF STATES p15
Bihar and Jharkhand are least prepared to meet the SDGs by 2030

ENVIRONMENTAL CRIMES p20
Courts need to dispose of 132 cases a day to clear the backlog of  

over 48,000 cases in a year

STATE OF STATES p25
GOOD GOVERNANCE RANKINGS p26

15 state governments score below national average on the rankings 

STATE OF PANDEMIC p39
Newer targets p40 

India is relaxing lockdown despite rising daily cases

The great meltdown p41 
Containment measures would reduce global GDP by  

2 per cent per month

Job crash p42
Almost 1.6 billion informal economy workers are  

significantly impacted 

Food insecurity p44
Covid-19 can double the global food insecure population  

by end of 2020

A poorer world p45 
India to see the most new poor due to the outbreak

p47 STATE OF MIGRATION
p 48 Migration for employment
While men account for bulk of main workers, women have a 
higher share in marginal workers
p50 New migrants
There has been a 23 per cent increase in the population that has 
migrated for work in the decade before the 2001 and 2011 Census
p51 Internal displacement 
India saw over 5 million new displacements due to disasters in 2019
p54 Shramik trains 
5.5 million migrants have used the train to return home in May 
 
p57 STATE OF AGRICULTURE 
p58 Farmers Suicides 
10 states/UTs record an increase in farmer suicides  
between 2017 and 2018
p60 Fishing communities
Over 67 per cent families dependent on marine fisheries are 
under poverty
p61 Livestock population
Uttar Pradesh sees an 118 per cent increase in rural  
stray cattle population

p67 STATE OF LAND 
p68 Wasteland
While India's wasteland has reduced by 1.5 per cent, it has 
increased in 11 states and UTs

p83 STATE OF ECONOMY
p84 Unemployment 
One in every 5 working urban population is without a job
p88 Performance of MGNREGA
35 million people have demanded work in May
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STATE OF WATER p107
River basins p 108

Of the 21 river basins, five are absolute water scarce  
(per capita water availability below 500 m3)

Groundwater availability p 110
Groundwater dependency has increased in 23 states and UTs 

between 2013 and 2017

Groundwater contamination p112
More than 57 per cent of India's groundwater is contaminated 

with nitrate, fluoride and arsenic

Water conflicts p114
India recorded 118 per cent increase in water conflicts between 

2000-09 and 2010-19
 

STATE OF FORESTS p117
Forests cover p118

Forest cover has shrunk in 34 per cent districts

Bamboo plantations p120
13 states have recorded a decrease in bamboo bearing area

STATE OF AIR p127
Air Pollution p128

Just 53 of the 122 non-attainment cities conduct  
real-time air quality monitoring

STATE OF CLIMATE p131
Seasonal variations p132

India recorded its warmest ever monsoon season in 2019

Extreme weather events p134
19 major extreme weather events claimed 1,357 lives in 2019

Heat waves p138
69 per cent increase in the number of heat wave days  

between 2013 and 2019

Cold waves p139
2018 had an extremely cold winter with the most casualty in the 

past seven years

Climate commitments p140
India's climate commitments are much more ambitious than 

China, US and most other countries

p143 STATE OF ENERGY
p144 Performance of Discoms
There have been four bailouts since 2001 and the last 
three happened in just eight years

p149 STATE OF BIODIVERSITY 
AND WILDLIFE
p150 Threatened flora
Of the nearly 50,000 known plant species in India, 23 per 
cent are endemic to the region

p151 Threatened fauna
305 fish species are threatened in India

p152 Tiger conservation
Tiger population has increased by 747 between 2014 and 
2018, but their net area has shrunk by 179 km2

p158 Eco-tourism
There has been a 97 per cent increase in nature-based 
tourists in India between 2008-09 and 2014-15

p161 STATE OF HABITAT
p162 Household waste
80 per cent of rural households have no arrangements for 
garbage collection

p164 Water supply
Piped water coverage in rural households of four states 
and UTs recorded a dip between 2012 and 2018

p167 STATE OF WASTE
p168 Municipal solid waste 
5 states account for nearly 50 per cent of the India's 
municipal waste burden

p170 Biomedical waste 
40.5 tonnes per day of biomedical waste goes untreated  
in the country

p171 Hazardous waste
5 states are responsible for 5.5 million tonnes per annum 
waste generation


