
A Down To Earth annual 7

Contents
High points 9

Key messages and insights

STATE OF STATES 11
What the rankings tell us 12

Ranked on four themes with 48 indicators, states/
UTs show intents of policy focus. But still are not up 

to mark in programme implementation

Environment 14
Goa, Assam, Andhra Pradesh, Tripura and 

Odisha are the top five states in this theme, while 
Chandigarh leads among UTs

Agriculture and land 16
Punjab, Haryana, Sikkim, Tripura and Jharkhand 

are the top five states in this theme

Public health 18
Goa, Himachal Pradesh, Manipur, Kerala and 

Sikkim are the top five states in this theme, while 
Delhi leads among UTs

Public infrastructure and  
human development 20

Goa, Nagaland, Tripura, Himachal Pradesh and 
Tamil Nadu are the top five states in this theme, 

while Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and 
Diu leads among UTs

STATE OF CLIMATE 23
Records 24

2025 was India’s eighth warmest year on record, 
with the national average temperature 0.28°C 

above the 1991-2020 long-period average

Minimum temperature 25
In 2025, India’s minimum temperatures in seven 

months across all the four seasons ranked 
among the 10 highest in 124 years

Mean temperature 26
In 2025, India’s mean temperatures in four 

months across winter, pre-monsoon and 
monsoon seasons ranked among the 10 highest 

in 124 years

Maximum temperature 27
In 2025, India’s average maximum temperatures 
in three months across winter and pre-monsoon 

seasons ranked among the 10 highest in  
124 years

33 STATE OF EXTREME WEATHER
34 Geographical sweep
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Pre- and post-monsoon seasons are emerging 
as most devastating periods, recording more 
rain and flood events than before
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Wide temperature anomaly was recorded in 
winter this year with clear signs of warming
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The expected warming this century is far above 
the Paris Agreement goals
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At 2.6°C, the world will have 57 extra hot days 
each year on average
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India experiences 48 extremely hot days each 
year. Nine states may see 50 to 138 more hot 
days by 2100

49 STATE OF INTERNAL 
DISPLACEMENT 
50 Internal displacement
In 2025, some 28 states and Union Territories 
recorded internal displacement
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Of the total 800,070 internal displacements 
recorded, disasters accounted for 84%, while 
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Floods caused 70% of all disaster-related 
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India’s major river deltas are sinking at alarming 
rates due to excessive groundwater extraction
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15 states and Union Territories have 
overexploited groundwater resources
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STATE OF HEALTH 61
Morbidity 62

One in eight persons in India is ill. The share 
of people reporting illness has doubled in 

the past three decades

Health risks 65
Heart diseases are striking earlier in India. 

It has emerged as the country’s biggest 
health burden

Suicide 71
Illness has been linked to more than 30,600 

deaths by suicide
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Suicide in farm sector 74
6 states/Union Territories recorded rise in 

suicides by farmers

Epicentre 74
Maharashtra, Karnataka and Andhra 

Pradesh account for nearly 70% of total 
farm-sector suicides in the country

Changing ratio 77
More agricultural labourers are dying by 

suicide than farmers or cultivators
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& MOBILITY 81

Rising human toll 82
 India’s share of global air pollution-related 

deaths rose from 23.76% to 25.34% between 
2014 and 2023

PM 2.5 burden 84
IDeaths attributable to ambient PM2.5 in 

India have increased by 61% over the past 
decade

Household air pollution 85
In the past decade, deaths from  

household air pollution in India have fallen 
by over 22%
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Forests 96
Between 2020-2021 and 2024-2025, the 

Union environment ministry approved the 
diversion of around 97,000 hectares of 

forest land for non-forest uses

100 Human-wildlife conflicts
Elephant attacks on humans have increased 
across 10 states. Tigers killed 40 people in the 
first six months of 2025

103 Environmental crimes
Between 2023 and 2024, crimes registered 
under Environmental Protection Act of 1986 
nearly doubled

109 STATE OF WASTE
110 Legacy waste
India has cleared 65% of its legacy waste. 
Some 43% of land affected by legacy waste 
has been reclaimed

113 E-waste
India’s e-waste generation has increased by 
83% over 8 years

114 Municipal solid waste
Five states have failed to process more 
than 60% of the municipal solid waste they 
generate each day

117 STATE OF ENERGY
118 Energy mix
New renewable sources contribute 17% of 
total electricity generation in India

119 Renewable growth
In a decade (2016-17 and 2025-26), 
generations from old renewable grew 38% 
and new renewable by 270%

122 Household mix
Biomass-based fuels account for more than 
50% of rural households’ primary cooking 
energy use in 13 states/Union Territories

125 STATE OF FERTILITY
126 Demographic dividend
The share of working-age people in India’s 
population is close to peaking

127 Fertility rate
India’s Total Fertility Rate is now below the 
replacement level. It has stabilised at 2.0

128 States scenario
Most states are experiencing significant dip in 
Total Fertility Rate
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