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Liveable cities p65
20 capital cities ranked below 60 in the
Ease of Living Index

Data is not just numbers. It brings insights, perspectives and trends to any development.
The world is no longer debating whether data is the new language to communicate or
influence the audience. The debate is settled. From business houses to hospitals to media
houses, everyone has naturalised the use of data to do business more insightfully and to
communicate more influentially. Those who do not process data can be qualified as the
21st century’s laggards.
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Greenhouse gas emissions p89
Energy sector accounts for 73% of India's
greenhouse gas emissions

The State of India’s Environment in Figures 2019 is the fourth edition in this annual
endeavour to present the country’s developmental challenges through data.

p90 Ozone-depleting gases
India has replaced ozone-depleting
substances with substances that have high
global-warming potential
p91 Extreme weather events
Natural extreme weather events have killed close
to 37,000 Indians since 2001

p95 STATE OF FORESTS

The first edition of this book, released in 2016, experimented with exclusive datasets for
better analysis of complex issues. In just four years, the consumption and dissemination
of this book have grown phenomenally. What does this indicate? As a regular user of this
annual publication, you must have experienced how periodic datasets over the years have
changed your understanding of an issue. For example, the government has constructed
toilets for almost all Indians under its Clean India Mission, but its inability to provide
water to all, as highlighted in the previous editions of this book, makes it clear that most
of these toilets might never be used. This is how continuous and structured datasets allow
us to see the bigger picture. And this is why data in a structured format with a deliberate
motive to bring out long-term trends and understanding has become a necessity.

p96 Forest fires
20 states, UTs have recorded a dip in
funds to fight forest fires in 2018-19
over 2015-16

This publication is also helping change-makers to influence decisions. The datasets
published in the earlier editions show another clear trend: the number of farmer protests
across the country is on the rise. This prompted activists and farmer leaders to press for
better terms of trade in the sector. Agrarian crisis featured prominently in the recently
concluded general elections in India.

p101 STATE OF WILDLIFE

The data presented here serves two purposes—it informs the reader about the state of
affairs in major developmental and environmental sectors, and in the long term creates a
repository of data curated according to sectors.

p102 Wildlife crimes
37 species recorded poaching or
seizures in 2017
p106 Road and train accidents
In 2018, 161 wild animals were killed due
to road and train accidents

The book comes with an additional feature: each chapter is followed by weblinks of
articles on issues that were in the news last year. The chapters are also hyperlinked for
smooth navigation.
We would love to know your experiences with this book.

p109 STATE OF EMPLOYMENT
p110 Unemployment
7.6% was India’s unemployment rate
in April 2019, which was the highest
in two years
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